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FIRST ATLANTIG
5hr FLIGHT

Maz Makari

tt was a daY to remember. Five

hours thrashing along at less

than 500 feet over the north

Atlantic, in loul weather. OK so I

had an engine (or two) but it was a

great day all the same.

The week hadn't started well' l'd woken at

6am on Sunday morning with that tell-tale

tingle in mY throat that wamed ol an

impending head cold. Fourleen hours

later, Steve McCurdy and I dumped the

Astir trailer at the cottage near Feshiebri-

dge airfield, then drove straight down lo

the Kings Arms in Kingussie where we met

the rest ol our lellow OGC aviators and

lheir spouses. After an evening ol malt

'.- whiskey warming our bellies and Steve

Evans call ol 8am sharp on the airfield, we

sped oll to our beds lor the night, to dream

ol hoolies blowing up the Feshie valley.

Steve and I drove to the airlield at around

10am, via the comer shop where I picked

up a supply ol KJeenex aM LemsiP' BY

the time we arrived, a diamoM height had

already been claimed. I skulked around

the airlield all day, lollowing the experts'

advice not to lly while bunged uP.

That night, the mother ol all hoolies blew,

and unknown lo us all, somewhere in lhe

North Atlantic, a geological survey ship

was being pounded by 20 metre seas

(that's even bigger than a tipped Cirrus,

and nearly as big as a Nimbus 2).

Tuesday was spent in bed supping hot

garlic and lemon drink and leasting on

Vitamin C pills. I appeared at the airfield

on Wednesday to lly my radiocontrolled

model glider. Steve Mc0urdy had a go,

and discovered the ellect ol ailerons in

the stall a split second beiore the model

spun in to the 15lt ridge and disinte-

grated in a cloud ol balsa wood and

libreglass, That night I resolved to lly
next day regardless, The weather all

week had been superb, ard sutely could

not last much longer.

Thursday morning arrived, George Craw'

lord was still high lrom the day belore,

but I would have been happy with just a

20001t tow and a circuit. Another hot

garlic and lemon (no one could now

mme close enough to be inlecied) and I

waited my lurn in the Acro. Someone

advised me lo take PlentY of fluids

because ol my cold, so I did.

Ah! The new tug's anived! someone

exclaimed as lirsl we heard and then saw

low over the trees the aPProach ol a

twin-engined airliner. A Cessna 406 be'
longing to Air Atlantique larded in hall

the len$h ol the 900-yatd runwaY and

backtracked to the launch point. Two

pilots stepped out, orders were issued

and 20 or so glider fllots suddenlY

became window cleaners.

The co-pilot, Alan Mossman, Feshie

member, and owner ol the airline then

requested volunteers as lookouts. Two

crusty looking gents stepped forward. I

said to lan Young, I wouldn't mind doing

that, but I guess they've gol everyone

they need. lan disappeared, and came

back a minute saying that he'd booked

me a lirst class seal. I grabbed a

handlul ol chocolate bars and jumped

aboard.

...continued on page 4
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Diona
Throughout the lollowing week we could not avoid il, lhere was

simpy no olher news al all, only the slory ol the dealh of Diana

Princess ol Wales. News which must surely have atlecled every

single person in thisJand, simply because everyone' young and old'

had at some lime either read about her in the newspapers or seen

news ol her on lelevision over lhe lasl trvo decades.

By the middle ol lhal week details of her tuneral had been given, and

I read in a newspaper lhal worldr*ide 2.4 tillion people would

pobably walch this live on television. ll was enough lo make me

think that as Oxlord is only 40 miles lrorn London I really oughl lo go

and wilness this for real. But I lett lhe linal decision until Friday

evening.

Friday saw another successlul BBQ lor our visilors, and calching the

lale news on the TV I heard lhat very large numbers ol people and

cars were expectd lo descend on our capriial lor lhis sad event-

Jusl belore midnight I asked Laura il she wanted to go, she knew I

wanted to go, so we just wenl.

The molorway to London wa; very quiel, nol lull as I had been

expecting. We lumed otl at While Cily, headed south lor a mile and

lumed lefl onlo Bayswater Boad past lhe northem side ol Hyde Park.

Passing Ma6le Arch I pointed oul Oxlord Slreel to Laura as we

swung righl inlo Palk Lane. She seemed lo recognise lhese names

more so lhan on pevious visils, perhaps she has been flaying
Monopoly recenlly.

Heading wesl towarG Kensin$on lhe lratfic slarled lo htild up a

little, crawling past the Boyal Albert Hall. Looking to our right we

could see brightly lil food stalls. On the allings lacing lhe road were

hrnches ol llowers. The lurlher we wenl the number ol llowers

increased, so I lumed letl into a side street and parked lhe car.

Along the main road large scatlolding gantries were spaced al aboul

50 yard intervals, disguised wilh dark Hue or Hack clolh coverings,

leams ol men laying oul caHes which disappeared ofl down the side

slreels lo connect lo satellile dishes aimed skywards, between lhe

lall residential buildings. Policemen chatling quielly logelher kee;ing

an eye on whalever was going on. Quile a lew peope, hrl nol as

many as I had expecled.

We crossed the road to Kensin$on Gardens where, just inside the

gates we could see lhe enormity ol what was happening. Kensin$on
Palace was lloodlil in the distance and in the loreground throughoul

the grassed area we could see hundreds ol llickering candles

congregated around lhe nrell-spaced lrees lhroughout the Park.
Behind lhe railings lacing the road we could now see people settled

down in sleepfng bags, some lasl asleep, some chatting quielly,

others just watching lhe world go by.

We walked slightly uphill lowuds lhe palace slop;ing all the lime lo
look at lhe llowers carelully flaced around lhe lrees, randomly lald

oul hI all obviously placed so very carelully. Candles flickering jusl

so gently, some in little glass jus, some just sloding on cardboard
y'ales, all ol thern illuminating flo,,vers ol every lype and colour.

Every bunch had a card or message of condolence thal could be

read in the genlle yellow lighl.

We walked on lowards a wall ol people al the top ol lhe park oulside
lhe palace, and as we got closer lhe scenl lrom the llowers became
more and more powerlul. Atthough this wall of people was about six
deep a gap becarne lree lor us lo sland al lhe banier. And there
belore our eyes was lhe most amazing sigrhl I have ever seen, a sea
ot llowers, so vasl, exlending inlo lhe shadows ol darkness that lhe
lloodlighls didn'l cover. We just stood lhere for pefiaps len minules,

lVe lell lhe park and, not redly knowing

what lo do next, I drove arouM a hil to get some warmlh back inlo

both ol us. Along Knightshidge and inlo the underpass below Hyde

Park Comer, up inlo Piccadilly, past Eros and down Haymarkel,

around Tralalga Square. Ihe volume ol cars and @strians was

about equalto that of Oxlords High Slreel drring lhe daytime, tul
strangely, il was now just atler three in the moming.

The tuming through Admiralty Arch into The Mall was closed otl so I

tumed into Whilehall. Here luo lanes oil tratlic crawled lorwards

between pedesldan baniers. Covering the pavemenls on both

sides ol lhe road were masses ol pofle, either lasl asleep in

sleeSring bags, or sitting, wrapped up well lo keep oul lhe chill ol

lheir all night vigil, wailing lor lhe evenl lhal the lollowing dawn

r,rould hing. ll must have taken almosl twenty minules to gpl as lat
Parliament Square. We saw Westminsler Abbey lo our righl and

lhe Houses ol Padiamenl on lhe left. Then, inio Millbank and

nothing, no pople, no traflic, emptiness. I tumed right by Lambeth

Bridge and back to Kensin$on High Slreel, where \rye sloppd al a

pavement cale lor sorne warm drinks. ll seemed slrange sitting out

by the pavement taHes as it was only 4am.

We walked along into Hyde Park as dawn was breaking. Bacon

h.rtlies with more hot drinks warmed us once again. Then we

walked back to see lhe llowers in daylight. The crowds had now

swelled hrl even so the overall quielness lhal filled the air was

amazing, as was lhe sight and smell ol lhat ocean ol flowers, nearly

thirty inches deep in phces. A continuous slream ol hands added

lo lhe lloral lrihles.

Al 6arn we lound a place I the baniers, By 8am throngs ol pople
were coming oul ol lhe side slreels, joining lhe thousands already

lining lhe roule lo see lhe linal joumey ol a Princess. My radio

earphone reporled lhe slarl ol lhat joumey. Some minules laler,

lhrough the gates ol Kensin$on Palace driveway and onlo lhe main

road the mounled Police Otlicers came inlo view, six ol lhern, and

lhen the laces ol lhe soldiers on horses, lheir red jackets wilh gold

haid looking so brigfrl in lhe early moming sun.

Marching alonEide, soldiers lrom the Welsh Guards, lheir busties

tall and Hack, the expessions on lheir laces said il all, they were

all lreshly clean shaven, lhey had lhe lirsl glistening ol pers;iralion

on their Joreheads, lhey marched slowly, perleclly in time, all

looking direclly ahead, nothing was going lo distraci any ol them

lrom this drty. All ol lhem looked as lhough lhey were extremely

close lo having lears in lheir eyes, much the same as lhe

thousands ol people who stood watching in such silence.

ln the very rniddle ol lhis group was lhe gun caniage, immaculale

and dart green in colour, and perched hig[r on lop lhe coflin draped

with the Royal Slandard, topped by three white wrealhs. From

where we were, even at lhe such a slow marching pace, lhey
passed us and wete gone in len or litleen seconds, hrl lhose

seconds rneanl so much more than seeing il on lelevision. Even

Laura lold me she thought il meant a lol to be there and was

deased thal we had made the eflorl lo see il lor oursetues.

We were back in the OGC clubhouse before the
procossion anivod at Westminster Abb€y, and watchsd
the rest of the day's coverage on lelovisaon. Saturday 6th

Septernber was the day when the world stopped to watch

one single event. I'm glad lhat I went there to witnEss il
mysslf and p€rhaps for some ol you loo.

Paul Rogers

It was only 7.30 on a SundaY moming,

bul slowly the news of ths day unrav'

elted ilself and I realisod why the ndio
news readers' voice had sounded so

ssrious.

looking al the exlraordinary scene belore us,

looking dt the solid wall ol people, all with

lhe same thoughls on their minds, all

showing their sadness by their own pivale
quielness.
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CFI's TfJRN...
Inetructore
We have lemporarily lost Tom Lamb as an instructor. Due to
illness he is unable to continue lor some months, but we all hope

he will be back later in the year. 0n the plus side we welcorne

Neil Swinton as an Air Experience lnstruclor, and congratulate

Dave Nisbet on becoming a hall cat. We are still lett a bit short ol

inslructors lor the coming year, so I would ask that all Duty Pilots,

il called upon to help, turn up lor their duty day. lt takes the
pressure olf the instructor a great deal, and makes the whole

operation run more smoothly.

RAFSPA

I do not anticipate any changes in our operation with RAFSPA this

coming year. Dave Woods has relired as Chiel lnstruclor, and is

teplaced by Nigel Rogoll (who was CCI two years ago). He

knows the operation well, and hopelully we can conlinue as last

year, RAFSPA are under a lot ol extemal pressure ltom noise

abatement, which has a knockon ellect lor us, but I hope this will

not change our day to day operation.

New wlnch
I am sure most people are now aware that we have a new winch
engine, infinitely better than il was before. Thanks to NeilTurner,
Howie Stone, Paul Rogers and olhers lor all their eflorts. Since

lhe new winch is so much more powerlul, it will be necessary lor
all winch drivers lo obtain tuition lrom an experienced driver. The
techniques lor driving it are not quite the same, so please learn to
drive it salely lrom someone who knows!

And there'B more ...

I am planning to hold a lew lectures during the Spring which

should be ol inlerest to everybody. These will be:

(1) Field Selection and Landing, ' to make sure everyone is

lamiliar with the changing surlace ol lields during the year.

(2) Airspace - it is uselul to know the present status. For example

did you realise thal it should be quite easy to get permission to
cross Brize Norton at weekends? I hope to get one ol the air tratfic

mntrollers at Brize to give lhis talk.

(3) Role ol Duty Pilots ' I cannot slress how important the Duty

Pilot is to our operation. At Bicester lor example, the duty

instructor stays on the ground running the operation 'they leel it is
that imprtant. lt sounds tedious, but please make the eflorL

The Acro and the ICt
Finally, il anyone is interested in cross country llying in the Acro,

that is what it is there for! ln particular it should be going to all

lnter Club League meetings, so get your name down il you want

to try participating in a compelition, but want lo leave the dilficult
bits to the instruclorl

Crls Emeon

INSTRUCTORS
MEETING

ln the clubhouse on
Saturday 7 March

7:30pm

INSTRUCTORS
MEETING

FromVcnf;Eow
Just prior to the start of our annual
flying forbright al the end of July,
our intrepid winch builder Keith
Plummer and helpers rolled out lhe
trim little green and yellow concoc-
tion with the big heart and two
drums of gleaming cable.

A number of runs were made with
tyres attached to watch the firnc-
tioning. With "all systems go" the
T-21 was Iaunched with a notice-
able lack of gmnts and moans from
the new BMC 3 litre engine which
will cope well with third gear op-
eration even on calm days. With
only minor adjustnents needed we
shall be rather sorry to pension off
the trusty old VB winch constructed
by Ray StaIIord Allen nearly 2O
years ago.

The "fortnighf' came and went with
Ilying possible on onJy half the days.

To dampen our enthusiasm even
more, on the last day the Olympia
was inexcusably too low to reach the
airfield with the result that a very
Iate decision to choose a suitable
Iield caused it to bury itself in a large
hedge. It sustained considerable
internal damage and a complete
break of the rear fuselage, laying it
up for the rest of the summer.

How important it is to keep a good
lookout in cloud and observe the
rules of entry. John Gibbons, one of
our instructors, records a neal miss
in cloud at 5OOOft when a yellow
apparition passed across his front
IeaVng no alternative but to lose
heighl rapidly.

0n the brighter side, we are pleased
to record that after several attempts
Tony Taylor is the first to fly his
Silver C distance in our new Skylark
3F with a good cross-country lo Old
Sarum.

October 1966
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First Atlantic
Shr flight

From front Page...'.'..

The P'1, who we shall call Steve, wound the

two lurboprops up to lull pwer belore

releasing the brakes. We were pushed back

into our seats as we accelerated towards the

lrees 900 yards away. Sometime atter Vr but

belore we hit the trees, Steve pulled hard

back and we climbed thtough lhe curlover

and over the Feshie valleY.

Alter passing through 20@ft Alan came back

and brieled his crew. 0n Monday night

sea-bed suruey equipment worlh €15 million

had been lost in heavy seas. Our mission

was to Jind it. lt consisted ol 6 miles ol steel

cable with sono-buoys attached al intervals

ol 200 yards along its lengrth. These buoys

were expected to have sunk since they were

only semi-buoyant and kept alloat by hydro-

dynamic vanes. Al the end ol the steel cable

was a 2 metre square lloatation unit housing

a radar rellection mast, Another aircralt with

side looking radar had lailed to lind any trace

ol this.

The lloatation unit could be recognised as

lour 101allon drurns painted in lluorescent

orange, but this might have laded. A map

'ras produceC. lt was enti'ely blue excep! for
a hand drawn gid. The grid represented the

100x100 km search area, to be llown me-

thodically using a borrowed Garmin 55. We

were told to start looking as soon as we

broke cloud, and wamed that the search

would last around 5 hours. I looked to the

rear ol the aircralt. There were no toilels.

We were now at 10,5001t in an unpressu-

rised cabin. A llask ol waler was produced

and opened carelully (it was boiling at this
altitude) and we had hot chocolate all round.

The view outside was a speclacular cloud-
scape ol lenticulars describing the Scottish
tenaln that had generaled it. I was in a way
pleased not to be llying this scene solo in a
glider. The exposure was quite awesome
and made me leel very humble.

The turbos slowed and the descent began.

200hs and S@fpm. Through 80001t my ears
began to ache, Four minutes later the pain
was getting unbearable. I had to do some-
thing. A quick look around didnt lind me
anything I wanted, so oll came my sweater,
and I blew hard inlo it. A hiss ol air lrom my
eardrums and the pain subsided, and I could
still hear (phew!).

At around 800f1 we broke cloud and the
search began, levelling ofl at 6001t, At lirst
the sea was calm, and visibility was good, in
excess ol 15 miles. While horses lrolicked
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and seagulls cavorled beneath us as we

cruised on norlhwards lowards the search

area, beyond the 60th parallel, 0ccasionally

we'd catch sight ol a porpise or dolphin

breaking the surlace. After a quick sightsee-

ing detour taking us around an oil-tig we

settled down lo lhe search proper. I was

beginning to regret the advice l'd been given

about drinking lluids, and crossed my legs.

A couple ol hours into the search the cloud

began to close in around us, Down to 4001t.

We could now clearly see the seagulls

resting on lhe surface, preening their leath-

ers. Visibility was now less than 5 miles.

One ol the crusty genls shared out some

cake, lor which we were all very gratelul.

The next two hours went something like this

look out ol the window at all lhat waler,

check the rear ol the airplane to see il there

really werent some loos hidden somewhere,

check the luel situation, no we werent going

to have lo land soon, look oul al all that

water again.

41& hours into the llight the cloudbase was

down to 2001t. I glanced to the rear ol the

airplane, and then out ol the window again.

Through the haze I made out a shadowy

object lloating on lhe sea. I rushed to the

lront and pointed, but the object was gone.

We circled back, using the GPS to help us

and Steve saw the oblect beyond the nose of

the Cessna belore we lost it again. Another

29 lum at 2001t but we couldnl lind it, the

visibility was just too bad. Alan decided that

we muldnt continue as the mnditions were

getting loo dangerous, and the luel situation

was becoming critical (lp! peel).

We radioed the salvage vessel with the GPS

coordinates and headed lor Stomoway. I

then discovered an emply 4 pint milk con-

tainer and helped mysell to 3/ ol its capacily.

A briel climb and descenl through the

layered cloud saw us at Stomoway airport lor
a 30 minute reluelling stop,

We were soon on our way back to relocate

the lloatation unit so that the salvage vessel

could lind it, However a call on the radio

conlirmed the missing equipment had al'
ready been picked up, so we did a U'turn

and headed lor lnverness airport, Alan

showed us round his lleel ol aircratt, two

DC& used lor spraying oil-slicks with disper-

sanl, a couple ol other twins, some conlain-

ing enough equipment to put the Houston

Space Centre lo shame and the occasional

single. One aircralt had similar capabilities to

the RAF Nimrod at a lraction of the price.

Champagne and beer lollowed at the airport

bar, and then back lo Feshie in time lor tea

and crumpets at the Suie Holel.

Maz

P.f.A. arrd O.G.C. CADETS
T NII}LINGTON

Mike Williams who shares his
aviation enthusiasm with the
Odord strut of the PoPular FIY-

ing Association as well as OGC

ged for us to take one of
ur gliders along to one of their

on days, which the Ox-

brd strut had undertaken to
organise at Oxford AirPort, Kid'
lington on z8th September.

intention was to give se-

Iected young people the oPPortu-
nity to fly in a powered aircraft

th an operienced Pilot. After a
ground briefing on how wings cre-
ate lift and effects of controls they
were all taken on a flight from the
airfield to Beckley mast on to
"Smok5r Joe" and back for a land-
ing. I believe that for rnost this
was their first flight in a small
powered aircraft. All of them were
deemed to be "Young Eagles" and I
noticed from the registration
forms that their names would be
entered into the PFA's world-wide
logbook somewhere in America.

The OGC glider turned out to be
278, compliments of our CFI Cris
and Claire, who also collated all
the usual paper-work, disPlaY
boards and photos to give OGC

another irnpressive exhibition
stand, in order to spread the word
once again. Claire also managed to
get five of our cadets to be on
hand to talk to visitors, well, after
all we are thinking of next year's
cadet intake.

Oh, the aeroplanes - several Jodels,
an Auster and some home built
jobbies, and even an OGAR from
Hinton, a 22 year old Polish side
by side two seater, with a fixed
pusher prop, very interesting.
Rachel also enjoyed all the Heli-
copters buzzing in and out and all
those that attended had an enjoY-
able day away from Weston.

Pad Rogers
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AGM Report
Abour 50-60 rnembers attended the 47th AGM held in the lriefilg Logllglt
Zgth November. Chairman Steve Evans reported few diffrculties with RAFSPA

aespite- Geir continuing noise abateme.ni problems. The total number of
kilornetres flown bv our-cross-country pilots was 48% up on lastyryr' T\e19
were three first sol6s, one Silver C (ClirG Lee) and two Gold C (Andy Butterfreld
and Dave weekes). we finished joint Znd at the Inter Club League Final.

The cadet scheme had been successlul and will be continued in 1998' Our

lott".y giunt application has been worked on by an active subcommittee during
the yeai and ii nearly ready for submission.

Treasurer Howard Stone, standing down this year after a lengthy term of offtce,
reported turnover slightly rrp on-last year, most of -the 

increase being- due to
Fr'iday night flying an? clteiing. One-maior item of expenditure was the new
win"t{ 

""!i""."Th-e 
overal! surplus for the yearwas about l8,5OO although on

paper thii is shown as a loss due to deprLciation all_owances 
-on -hanqg 31{'aircran. The Site Trust Fund currenfly stinds at €l5,0OO with a further [11,OOO

owed to it by the Club.

Howard noted lhat he wor:ld recomrnend an increase in the launch fee for
1gg8, and an increase in associate member llights from !15 lo g2O, excluding
the Friday night package deals.

The meeting voted to accept an increase in the annual subscription from f135
to 814O, buI there will be i new class of full membership for !+ity members,
basically a 5OI reduction. The necessary amendments to the Club Constitution
were also passed.

- During that part of the meeting _when hono-rary me_mbqr.s and trustees are
electefi, it wis noted that the Club currently has no President. The local MP
Tony Baldry has been approached, al_so Virgin boss Richard.Branson who lives
locaily, but"neither were interested. Furthef attempls ale to be mad-e-to appoint
a Preiident lfor a cornplele tist olClub Ollicers in l99B see page 121'

The Ladder Trophy, and Malcolm Laurls Memorlal Trophy_for the- best
flight in a Club Eiaer were both presented to Phil Hawkins. Phil did four
SO'Otm flights thii year, two of theni in the Acro on successive day_s of the cross
country w-eek in AugusL with co-pilots AIan Lapworth and Brian Payne'

ths Ilsnnia Farmor Memorlal Trophy for the first Shr llight of &e sea_son

went to Kevin Duthie, and the Ileop Brsath Cup was won by Andy_Butt-erlield
for an impressive ls,OOOft cloud climb in the K6e- The Sinpe-ol lup [ot $.u
best flighi frorn Weston-on-the-Green was awarded to Dave Weekes for his
3OOkm in the Skylark 4lsee page lOl'
Tom Lamb won the CFI's Two-Up Award Tom is still on crutches recovering
from a hip joint infection and rnay ultimately lave a \iP _replacemenl so we
wish him wLll. The Ftytng Brick- and the 'Tolo Troqh/-' were won by Paul
Rogers after a landing in Kirtlington Park. Hard lucl<, PauI.

1996-97

Twenty-one pilots entered llights in he
hdder hst year, and lollowing BGA

rules he scores are now submnitted in

two separate ways. These are termed

the Open Ladder, which is lor llights on

any day of the week, and the Weekend

Ladder for those pilots who nesd not

be penalised because hey can only fly

at weekends. The top ten Open

Ladder pilots from he OGC are l'sted

here, but ssven of these also apPear in

tre top ten phces in he Weekend

Ladder. Phil and Howard occupy lirst

and second phc€s in bott lists.

The highest scoring single flight was

by CFI Cris Emson in the Cirrus on 15

August, a 419km declared task at

90kph which was worth 2,677 points.

The best height gain was 19,600ft by

Rick Underhill at Aboyne on 5 Octobar

1996 (23,300ft absolute) which was

worh 1,460 Points.
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Poiints
Phil Hawkins 5906
Howard Stone 4945
Sleve Veness 3830
Graham Barrett 3603
Cris Emson 3/44
Hick Underhill 2660
NeilSwinton 2415
Brian Payne 2375
Dave Weekes 2221
Martin Hastings 1974

lluterc ffi,,,rr:,HI ffi=iaitt:ipffiLffi
I -{>z\,Gb7+-
lDear Gtidins Ctub

lfrrrn* b your letter of loth APrit
linuiting me to join your cadet schemq
lit gives me gieat pleasure .to tell you
ItnZt t did my first solo this moming
I (December 14). I would like to take
I this onoortnitv to lhat* the selection
lrrmriinre, alt'those that suPPort the
laun benind the scenes in the hangar,
lkitchen and ban in the Land Rover
I and the winch drivers. Also those on
lU. nAa that I managed to beat bY

lgetting there earlier than they did for

Ithe 
lirst llight!

lI would also lke to thank the instuc'
lors who have guided me and hoPe'
Itultv will contiiue to do so, as I start
It rlrirg for my Bronze award! SaIe

Wyrnq and excellent gliding tor 1998.

I ri^ Charlesworth
I
lDear Editor

It rf,ouett you might be interested to

lsee the diflerence between what you
.l submit to S & G club news, and what

gets into print...

What they Prtnted
Following last year's cross cormlr5r
week we are planning another this

Brian Jones has gone solo. CFI
Lris Emson and Claire are promoting
their cadet scheme and selection of
the first six cadets is under waY. A
winch engine upgrade is being ar-
ranged lo cater for the growing 0eet
of biq wings. We were saddened to
hear of the daeath of Colin White.

Following last yearrs cross country
week fondly remembered for the
CFI's successful attempts to tempt the

at wae submitted

CFI into field landings, we are
dr-eady planning this Year's. With
Steve McCurdv Chrissie Milner, Maz
Makari and Tim Elliott all now roam-
ing the skies in the club Astir, we look
forward to even more km llown.
BrianJones decided he did want to go

solo after all, so now he has.

CFI Cris Emson and Claire have sur-
prised us all with parenthood revela-
iions, but are still frnding time to set u
and promote our cadet scheme for
uounq neople. Selection of the first
"ri* 

"ia"tr 
is well under way. A winch

enqine upgrade is being arranged lo
caGr for the growing fleet of big
winos. The whole club was saddened
to h"ear of the death of Colin White.

And the moral ls . Don't waste your
time generating llowing prose and
witty asides. The S & G editor knows
better than You.

John Gordon
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Ihe 1997 lnter Club League was a
ctose run thing, with Oxlord Gliding

Club winning by one Point at the end

of the year, to quality for the final in
Augusl.

The year slarled in good lorm at the lirst Bank

Hollday meeting al Hinlon, wilh lhree days ol

compelition. Well done Georp Craw{ord and

Dave Nisbet who both won lheir day in the

Novice class. Oxlord and Bidtord scored 26

poinls, Aquila 23, Shenin$on 18 and Bicester 12.

Sheningiton managed one day's compelition, wilh

Bicester winning lwo classes' The scores lor lhe

day were: Bicesler 10 pinls, Aquila 9, Bidlord

and Shenin$on bolh scored 8 and Oxlord lrailed

with 7.

The Bidlord meeting was complelely lost due lo
poor wealher.

Thal letl lhe Oxlord meeting to prove ourselves,

and forlunalely the weather broke in time lo have

a conlesl on both days. We prlormed quile

consislently, allhough Graham Barretl was lhe

only Oxlord pilol to win his class. Oxford and

Aquila scored 21 poinls each, Bidlord 17, Shen-

ingon 16 and Bicesler 7.

The linal lotals were: O(ord 54, Aquila 53,

Bidlord 51, Shenin$on 42 and Bicesler 29. lt
could hardly have been closer.

The nalional linal meeting was lo be held over

lhe Augusl Bank Holiday al Booker. We lurned

up early on Salurday moming, hrl al lprn the day

was scrubbed - as was Sunday - and the Bank

Holiday Monday loo. Whal a good weekend lhat

was!

The lirst day ol lhe scheduled tallback 2 weeks

laler was cancelled as a mark ol respecl lor lhe
iuneral ol Diana, Princess ot Wales. Thal lett

Sunday Sepl 7lh as lhe only competilion day -
and thal was marginal, as seen lrom lhe lollowing

reporls.

As your CFI I am loo modesl to reporl on my

llighl, other lhan to say wilh litlle sleep the night

belore, and a lale start, I was lucky lo gel lo
Didcol, where I lound looking up at lhe cooling

lowers a very sobering perspective, so I oped lo
land.

Dave Nisbel

llinally launched al 3:20, the lasl glider airbome.
I was still climtring when Cris invited me lo lag
along so I declined (good move) and slarled at
lhe back ol lhe lleet (not so good). Atler
pholographing lhe starl I made good progress lo
Benson hrl lhe sky was clouding over last and I

slowed down.

lsptled a reluming glider low down and used his
therma.l hd neither ol us were climHng last. I

pushed on lo Wallingord hX lhe litt was hoken
and weak. I was starling lo llounder.
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I spenl wtral seemed like lorever searching lor

sornelhing substantial tul wtlhod much joy.

Then luck cut in! A larmer lit up lhe edgp ol a
lield ol stubUe and, while the fire wasn\ inlense,

it provided good lifl lo 2@Olt - back in the game.

[,lore heig[rt loss towards Didcot and down to

900tl. I Sicked a lovely lieH and then started lo

climb away. I pressed on to lhe edge ol Didcot

and Sicked up first one thermal then anolher over

lhe town which linally gave me enough heighl lo
get round lhe TP and back lo my original thermal

over lhe lown.

The John Willy sald about 3000tt to gel back at a

reasonaUe heighl (laking no chances now) and

the lhermal slarted lo pck up to 2hs. Cloudbase

was aboul 2000t1 so T&S on and carry on up!

Luckily lhe wind was laking me home so at 2500t1

I straightened oul, realised I was heading wesl,

lurned round and drove on out lhe side ol the

cloud. 2300t1 over Benson was grood lor linal glide

and I anived back at about 800t1.

Al an average sped ol 31 kph I will nol be getling

any sped points hrt the satislaclion ol linishing

more lhan makes up lor thal!

Howie Slone

Wow!..... what a day on Sunday, starled well with

two 4 knot climbs lo 2,600 oFE and then gtling
closer lo Didcol it starled getling more ditlicutt as

mosl (sorry all) ol lhe clouds were not working. I

think I wenl passed our CFI just belore Didcot, I

was ai aboul 1,000tt OFE and he was aboul 500

leet below lrying lo lhennal awaY.

I managed lo get lo Didcot at 800f1 and il wasn'l

working so like good comptilion pilots I pushed

on lrack lor Chievely. One glider landed oul just

south ol Didcol and anolher iusl lo lhe west.

I spent the rest ol the llight between 700t1 and

1500t1 OFE. Atler rounding Chievely al 700t1 I

managed lo lind 0.3 knol which got me lo Goring.

A 'good' climb to 150011 here and the compier
said I was 5@tt below glide (wilh a 700t1 reserve)

which meant lhal I was jusl in. So otl I set, and I

rnade it, getting to Booker wilh 250t1 spare.

There was no way I would have lried it withoul the

clmputer keepfng me inlormed ol my pogress.

Official Results

Pundit

1 - Ralph Jones, Lasham, Venlus,62.9 kph.

2 - Sluarl Mills, Mendip, Kestrel 19, 53.4 km'

3 - Cris Emson, Oxlord, Cirrus, 28.9 km.

4 - Kevin Bye, Essex, Pegase '102, landed back'

lnlermediale

1 - Bob Menitl, Mendip, Kestrel 19, 63.1kph

2- Peler Healy, Lasham, ASW19, 49kPh

3 - Howud Slone, Oxlord, Nimbus 2, '18.5 kPh

4 - John Gilberl, Essex, Skylatk 4 UO.

Novice

1 - Dave Nisbet, Oxlord, Cinus, 30.9 kph.

2 - Peter Paterson, I aeham, Discus, 45.2 krn.

3 - Roblie Nunn, Essex, Sprt Veg4 43.2 km

4 - Denis Heslop, Mendip, Skylark 4, no score

Overall Placing

1 Lasham 10 points

2 Oxlord 8 pints

2 Mendip 8 pinls

4 Essex 4 poinls

Thoughts ale now lurning 10 the coming season.

Clearly we are always looking lor keen Slilols lo
lake part, and as you see lhis competition is

aimed al all levels ol experience. ll is lhe besl

way lo slarl competitive llying, and begin to pttsh

you ability lurlher than you lhought possible.

ll you ue less sure aboul laking parl yoursell,

lhen we plan to make lhe Acro otlicially available

lor each lnter Club league meeling. One

inslruclor and one pilot will be sought per day, so

il you are inleresled, give your name to the tearn

caplain early.

Cris Emson

I'JO'SE ABATEMENT MOVEMENT IN LOCAL VILUGES

'Weekend aicralt noise from Weslononlh*Green continues to be a source ol comf,aint

lrom residents. Previously parachuting was limited lo nilitary personnel and the occasi

charity jump, and this caused few comptaints. Unfoftunately these rules were scrapped and

the airtieH was opened up to include parachuting on a commercial basis. As a result

has been a dramatic increase in activity. We laow thal there are many people who have

either not noliced or do not mind the cufient situation, bul lor lhose that do mind we must

take action. Therefore, on behalf ol all residents who lind the increased aircrall noise spoils

thei weekends, we have joined with the Paish Councils ol Kirtlington, Middleton Stoney,

Wendlebury and Westononlhe-Green in asking our MP Tony Baldry lo represent our ioint
concems. We hope to reach a lair and reasonable compromise in order that both

parachutists and residenls are able to enjoy thei leisure time.' This article appeared in

Chesterlon Parish Council Newsletter, We have pointed out that any "reasonable"

compromise should nol be at the expense ol glider pilols' leisure timel
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THE MAGNIFICENT
Now that wc have a wonderful new winch engine, ifs easy to
forget the heroic efforts which were aometimea necessaly to
keep the old onc going. Like the Friday night IaBt summGr
when the engine made an expensive sounding bang, fol'
lowed by a fountain of hot oil and water mixed with bite of
shredded piston eiected from the oil filler caP...-.

Friday 25th July was iust anothu ordinary visilot''s evening at

the Club. Booked by Oxlord Molecular, a nineties success slory

that gets good press coverags about its work, and the employer

of Maz Makari. From his point of vierr this evening needed to
be just that litlle bit better, as he would be showing ofl his sport

to his colleagues.

At about 7.30 I was standing on the goll course walching the Acro being

launched with John who makes the burgers, when we saw Peter Brooks

. walking back lrom the winch. He thought the engine had a broken conrod'

- ll you don't know whal lhal is, its enough 1o say it lives inside lhe engine

and il il breaks il's very serious. John the beelburger man wenl home,

hoping lo lly nexl week.

Bespecting Pele/s diagnosis I wenl lo phone Neil Tumer.

"l'm in Teignmoulh,' came his reply, wilh a chuckle. Wish I was,l lhought to

mysell. 'And I think Dave Weekes is in Peru,.' he added. There was a

short silence, then: "l'm sure you'll think ol somelhing, Paul, see you when

I gel back....'

The resl ol lhe evening went well, lood and drink I mean, h.[ ue couldn't

give our visitors a delinite date to complele their llying. Saturday moming

saw an early starl, wilh lots ol cotlee, always lols ol cotlee in lhe momings.

Mid moming saw a group standing around lhe winch discussing whal was lo
be done. The engine was covered in lhick oil, so Peler Brooks wenl otl to

Bicesler to hire a sleam cleaner, and the winch was pui oulside in readiness

lor a bath.

The 4 gallons ol waler lhat had been added lo the engine atter il slopped

lhe nighl belore was now mixed wilh lhe engine oil, and showed aboul a loot

above lhe high mark on the dip stick, this was drained ofl, lhe engine

cleaned, and lhe plan was lo remove enough lrom lhe lop ol lhe engine to

'-- se€ whelher il had Uown a head gesket (maybe fuy one Monday, lil il

Tuesday) or worse. ln lhe meanlime Howard Slone and Marlin Hastings

had gone lo Hinlon to see il we could bonow another winch, as we knew

lhey had a spare one which lhey had been trying lo sell.

Two hours laler, atler linding a broken valve sitling slighlly askew under a

valve rocker, one ol lhe cylinder heads had been removed, and even lhe

most non-mechanical person would have noticed only three Fislons inslead

ol lhe usual lour. This was absolulely lerminal. There was only one oplion

lefl - lo lit lhe spare engine thal had been sitting in the comer ol lhe hangar

lor lhe pasl eighl years.

Cotlee break over, lengh ol rope attached to Pete/s car, and atler some

levering wilh scatlold poles lhe spare engine was gradually plled inlo

daylighl lor a good sleam clean. lt look some lime to release il lrom lhe
remains ol a cemenl lorry chassis, hrl evenlua.lly atler using lhe Hock and

lackle we had il sat neatly on its dolly in lhe rniddle ol the hanga . The

winch was then reversed in, lhe hoken engine carelully litted out, and

lowered onlo anolher dolly, so both engines slood head to head. We could

then compare lhern, and swap cerlain parts lrom one lo lhe other.

Soon the spare engine was being lowered into flace on lhe winch chassis

and we all struggled lor quile a while lrying to align the bell casling and

hydraulic pump onlo the back ol lhe engine. Neil Swinlon saved the day al

lhis poinl by aniving back lrom Bicesler with seven luge portions ol lish and

chips, an excellently limed break. When we resumed work lhe parts

seemed lo male logether rnuch easier! Engine in place we all seemed lo be

able lo lind brits lhal needed bohing onlo lhe plzzle wilhoul having lo be

pompted, and soon lhe luel lines were on and Hed W Andy Butlerlield,

The batleries, having been on charp all day, were fitted, we all stood back

wilh lhe exceplion ol An{ who was in lhe drivefls seal, silence lell,

probaHy brealhs were heH. Andy prshed lhe slarl futton, Vroooml il

starled lkst lime. Smiles all round and then a cheer, at hall past midnight.

A tit ol gentle rewing over the nexl lew minules broughl a glow ol reliel

over everyone. The realisation dawned that twelve to lourteen hours' hard

work, carried oul not knowing whelher this engine would run, let alone start'

had succeeded, We were delinitely onlo a winner now.

Andy prlled lhe stop cable in the cab, ad nothing happened' lhe engine

jusl kept on running. He had lo jump down and loosen all the injector pps
so lhat lhe engine would slop. Obviously il was lelling us it wanled lo go on

and on, showing us how willing il was lo work atler having resled lor so

long. The slop device was soon adjusted, and then one little odd job atler

anolher, hrl we linally packed up al 2am leaving just the lronl grill, lop covel

and air liller lo be fined in lhe moming.

The seven members who participated in this marathon session were Andy

Butlerfield, Michael Moxon, Sleve McCurdy, Maz Makari, Peter Brooks,

Paul Rogers and Neil Swinton. Neil had akeady spenl lrom 8am to 6pm on

the OGC sland at lhe Otmoor Show hrt still slayed on unlil the iob was

linished.

The lirsl launch on Sunday was al 1.15prn and the winch worked well

lhroughout lhe day. The borrowed winch lrom Hinton which had anived on

Saturday atlemoon went back unused, h.rl whal excellenl lriendship lrom

our neighbouring club.

FOOTNOTE
Over six monlhs have gone ry since wriling lhis account, and the second

engine worked really well lor all ol lhat time. Now we have a new challenge.

T}e Liquid Propane Tank is in place atler a small ilibe lo a passing JCB

driver 1o dig oul lhe loundalion and trench lor the eleclrical cable. Shame

he wasn'l still lhere when we had lo lill il in by hand wilh shovels. Slill il's

all done now, lilled up wtth 10@ liires ol gias.

The new winch engine, an 8.2 litre Chevrolel V8 with LPG conversion kil

was prchased wtth tl 1,000 kom the Sile Trust Fund. We lirsl measured

up to see il il rryould lil lhe winch chassis in January 1997. During lhe pasl

lew months il has acquired a mounting frarne and a new dashboard lo

house all the instrumenls lhal came wilh il. Mosl members will have been

walching it's pogress in the hangar during lhat time.

Bemoving the diesel engine and litting the LPG engine occuned over the

weekend ol 10th and 111h January 1998, with the lirsl launch (and a

successlul day's llying) on'l7lh January. ll's smoolh, il's quiet and il's
pwerlul. All nete wailing lor now is a nil wind day when lhe Acro cornes

oul, lhen well find out il weVe wasted our money. Anyway, up and running

aboul 12 monlhs atler the lirst measuring session, but pobably 2 years atler

someone (NeilTumefl lirsl thoughl ol il.

Paul Rogers
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After a long iourney, 532 miles wilh no

relief driver, bed was the only thing on

my mind.
The next moming boked very unlmpres'

sive, light souh-weslerty winds wih a

hrge amount o[ cbud. Briefing for new

arrivals was at 09:30 so we arrived at he
club at 08:15, giving us plenty ol tirne to

rig and get to the briefing.

The day started to look bettsr wih hrge
holes in tre cloud as a result of the

invisible wave which $/as now beginning

to form. The brieling was short or shouH

lsay concise, as everybody was "champ-

ing at the bit' to get airbome. The launch

in flre Nimbus 2 was unexciting, tre tug

managed to remain in lront of me

throughout the hunch and I pulled off at

3000ft. Gliders wh'rch had launched

before me were above, kacking back

and lorth, pretending hey were on an

invisible ridge.

So I turned witlr trem and opened he
airbrakes in order to rnake a notch on he
barograph trace. After losing about 100ft

I closed the brakes and irined in with he
others performing treir swan hke ballet,

but now with one more swan. The

Nimbus clirnbed well, and with each beat

I outclimbed another glirJer. Soon I be-

came the highest swan, still perlorming

he same elegant dance but with all he
other gliders below.

The wave shifted

around and minor
movements had to

be made to stay in

tre lift. Soon !

was on my own,

no oher gliders

couH be seen.

But he wave colhpsed and no matter
what ldirj I could not re-establish contact
witr it. To tre west towards Braemar I

saw a small lenticuhr lorming so I

headed ofl in trat direction at 1'1000 ft.

Lost very little height travelling towards
this cloud, as I encounter small pockets

of very weak lift and very little sink

After going around tre slde of he cbud,
so I dirCn't get caught in tre sinh I started

B

to climb at 3 krots. At 15000ft I told

myself I needed just over 19000ft to

achieve dhmond height, so I kept work-

ing on tre controls trying to stay in he
shifting lift. But at 18000ft I began

sinking, and my pessimistic si<Je told me

I'd blown it.

I searched he area for any indication ol

lift and stumbled into 1 knot which soon

increased to 2 knots and I was on rny

way up again. At 19500ft I hen told

myself I needed 21000ft to be absolutely

sure of Diamond height and tnt this

would convince he barograph calibrator.

At 22500ft QFE (23,000 AMSL) still

climbing at half a knot lhe inlense cold

got tre better of me and I started my

descent, pausing every now and hen for

tre gliler lo warm up. ll seemed to take

ages. Wtr lullbrakes and 70 knots was

achieving 6 knots down.

After breaking hrough a trin layer of

cloud tre airfieH was quickly found and I

saitJ to mysell "isn't Aboyne wonderful.
So on rny first hunch on he first day of

my first kip to Aboyne I achieved Dia-

mond height. Easy.

Next day, after another early hunch we

deciled to hnd lor lunch. The nadio

echoed env'rous troughts ol people who
couldn't understand why we wouH want

to pay lor another hunch in tre aftemoon
when you could stay airbome.

Dave Weekes, Dave N'sbet and myself
sat at he outsiJe table enpying a
sausage sandwich (each) watching he
takeoffs and hndings and l'stening to tre
nd'ro chatter from 8000fi. Then panic

began to set in as rain approached.

Booker control (in tre guise of Booker

CFI Julia Angel) called all treir gl'xlers

down at once, followed by an announce-
ment from he Lasharn CFI doing the

same with h's fledglings. A frenzy of

activity hsn as glitJers appeared from

everywhere.

One glirJer marked he runway wih a

lovely white line as his undercarriage

refused to stay down when not locked

properly. Anoher glider marked tre
other runway, when on impact h's tail

skirJ fell ofl. Botr glirJers were flying

again an hour hter.

The three of us sat there, feeling ex-

tremely ghd we came down before he
rush. The rain hsted about 30 minutes

but soaked everything. Dave (Hinton)

Lattime/s wife arrived from lnvemess

Airport. Dave was looking for someone

to take her up in tre BGA's DG500. He -
had booked it but no one wanted to fty as

the sky looked a bit dark

I saw fingers pointing at me from a

distance. Dave approached and asked if

I would do it. With his wife standing

trere looking pitiful, and as hey were

going home next day, I agreed.

We released lrorn he aerotow at 35@tt

and after a short time located 2 knots of

wave. I handed tre controls over to her

and she kept tre gtider in he lift wh'tch

was found close lo tre edge of he cloud.

She handled he glider well, her one-

week course paying off.

We reached 9000ft and, stillclimbing at 2

knots witr he weather looking better, we -
couH see over 0re top of he cloud,

marvelling at all tre holes in it.

Suddenly Booker control called all
Booker gliders down to 4000ft as he
weather was deteriorating again. From

where we were it was improvhg, so we

deciJed to continue. Going high enough

to use orygen wouH have been a first lor
my co-pilot.

Booker control tren told all Booker gliti-

ers to hnd. lt still looked good kom up

top, but we couldn't tell what was hap-

pening below, so I decided to descend,

hinking it was better to be on tre safe

s'de. I tried to pull he airbrakes but they

were trozen so/rd No matter how hard I

pulled nohing happened.
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I calmly told my Passsnger it was not a

problem and we would descend witrout

hem - they would thaw out as we got

bwer.

We slowly reached 4000ft and at hat

height we were still in tre bottom of $re

wave system so we could stay there for a

while. After 15 minutes tre brakes still

wouldn't budge.

Not wanting to

f righte n my
passenger or

myself, I radi-

oed Dave
Weekes in the

Astir and ex-

phined that we were hanging around

trying to defrost the brakes. I knew hat

Aboyne would be on channel and listen'

ing. I then remembered that [re DG has

a thermometer, tucked away behind he

air pipes. lt still read minus 4 degrees,

so no wonder the brakes wouldn't de'

frost.

We descended again until the outs'xJe

temperature became psitive. At 2300ft it

was plus 1.7 degrees. I tried to rnaintain

height but now we were below he wave

system and slowly descending.

At 2000ft, descending, and airbrakes still

frozen, I realised that the next 10 minutes

or so were going to be interesting. I told

Dave that we would be hnding soon and

he brakes were still frozen. I was still

trying not to worry mY Passenger.

I saw gliders being moved, runways

being cleared, and people ilstling for

position to get tre best view. Landing a

heavy two-seater, rnulti'wheeled gllJer on

a hard runway wih no airbrake and no

wheel brake (lt's at he end of he
airbrake) was going to be testing.

The flaps still worked OK so I selected

hnding llap position. At least wa'd have

some drag. Side slipping onto a 12ft

wide runway didn't worry me (he lied).

Stopping after touchdown was going to
be the hard part

Aboyne has now knocked down he wall

at he end of he runwaY so at least I

couH roll ofl the runway into he grass

overshoot fieH. At the end ol ttis field is

a fence, power lines and tre river. I

ttrought trat retracting he undercarriage

half way into tre overshoot field might be

tre best cours€ of act'ton.

I called "97 down wind runwaY 2T on

tre radio, and after doing mY checks I

confirmed trat botr our straPs were

secure and tight. Abeam the airlield at

1200ft Ure air brakes oPened with a
bang as I pulled hard once again.

A smile aP-
peared on my

lace which I

couldn't shake

off as I informed

the waiting
crowd be low
that trey should

get a refund on their tbkets as tre show

was over.

For the rest ol the week PeoPle were

seen wiping dry theh brakes before

take ofl and some were even aPPlYing

Vaseline.

I learnta valuable lesson tfrat day.

g
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Howard Stone

FDLIBtr OE0DG is produced
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and printed on a Canon LBP

laser printer.

Distributed free to members,
ex-members and friends of
O>'ford Gliding Club. Contribu'
tors to this issue were: Fiona
Buck Tim Charlesworth, Cris
Ernson, Steve Evans, John Gor'
don, Norman Hedge, Maz
Makari, Dave Nisbet, Paul Rog'
ers, Howard Stone, Barry Tay-
lor and Dave Weekes.

Stories of the "howidunit" $pe,
factual articles and other con'
tributions are always wanted,
otherwise the editor witl dig
out unpublished material of his
own. If any member has news
of other clubs visited recently,
please share it with us.

FRIDAY NIGTilT FLYING
rN 1997

weather was not as kind to us last year

on several nights llying was cut short
used all our reserve nights and llew one

roup on a Tuesday evening dudng the

tlying three weeks.

one Friday (in week 13, ol murse) after a
launches the winch suddenly started

making an unattractive rattling noise,

dumped the mntents of the cooling system

into the sump, then blew it out in a

spectacular way via the oil liller cap! Visitors

and crew tetired to the bar and I retumed

home lo contemplate imminent explanalions

relunds to all groups booked lot the rest

the season.

next day was Otmoor Show and I

early with the Acro, leaving a lew

pulling on overalls and collecting

spanners. When I retumed on SundaY

evening the winch engine had been changed

was on the lield giving launches - the

repair leam had worked all day Saturday and

most ol the night too. What stars! [See
pageT-Editorl.

This was not quite the end ol 'week 1$
problems however, as no spare evenings

were available to pick up lhose who had not

llown. lt was decided therelore that we

wouid accommolaie ihem at 6Pm on a

Saturday evening. ln the event the day was

a disaster due to equipment problems and

RAFSPA activity and we only iusl managed

to ily our guests, This was un{ortunately at

expense ol some club members who had

waiting lol a launch since 9:30am and

then asked to give up their places, My

thanks to all who did so without complaint

the above sounds very glmmY but,

despite the problems, we maintained our

income at lasl yea/s level. My thanks to all

you who put in so much ellort and gave

visitors memorable experiences. A

particular thank you to Steve and Maz who I

somehow rnanaged to persuade lo run the

cash and coordination side ol groups B and

C, and to those who cooked over 850

barbecue suppers. Perhaps we should sell

the evening as barbecue with optional flying!

in 1998 - I am accepting bookings lrom

and hope to start oPerations on

riday 1st May. ll you helped last year I

you will do so again, and I will contacl

ll you didn't then it's time you did! ln

I would like at least one extra cook

also someone to assist Paul with the bat

that he can eat his supper in peace.

Norman Hedge
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IS THIS A RECORD?

It was the annual rnigration lo Feshie again' The long haul up

ths M6 pasl Glasgow, Stirling with the comlorling thought thal

with lhe wind having been blowing easterly lor tre lasl week,

Feshie couldn'l possibly have been wo*ing
and that a change lor the better rnust therefore

be imminent.

Arrive at the airlield and into the old mobile

denlist's surgery that pass€s lor a control caravan'

to be greeted by Mo and Barry: 'You should have

been here yesterday. Three diamond heights.'

'What? lt's been blowing easterlies.'

"Feshie gets great wave in easterlies'' Anothet

theory out ol the window. And yes, the weather

had changed, and it delinitely wasn't lor the bettet.

What with wind and rain, we didn'i even get a
launch until Wednesday, Maz and Steve, on a

limited time budget, were not looking happy' Us

there lor a lortnight were still lairly relaxed.

Then it was back to aerotowing out of the Feshie

strip, with those unnerving lew seconds in the

turbulence over the lrees when there really isn't

anyuhere lo go other than the lorest or the dver il

you get an 'eventuality.'Trevor the Feshie CFI had

however cheered us up slightly by having proved

during the past year that the river bed is a laidy

valid option, His motor glider engine had gone on

sinke ai the wrong momeii't.

rnore aM gliding is lhe world's greatest oca:pation. Up and down the

face ol the clo.td. Johnny H says 'Where are you, Dave?'

'?,500 and climbing." Last year l'd topped out at 9,9501t. Would this

year be a repeat?

'Where are you, Howie?'

'13,000ft norlh ol Aviemore.' Can't see him, I can

see Echo November aboui 5 miles north so head

that way, losing about a thousand leet in the
process. No wave bars, just blue, A question ol
blundering about the sky, just hoptng. I can

Uunder about with the best ol them! One knot at

Aviemore, and linally I can see the Nimbus shining

in the sun above me, looking tiny in the dark blue

sky. Wonderlul sunshine, gappy cloud well below,

a tremendous sight, And the altimeter slowly crept

up to 11,500tt. Pull out the orygen mask - that

does it, the litt vanishes, Twelve miles lrom
Feshie. Johnny H is {loating along nearby, both of

us sinking gently.

Must do something. Try going lurther north. Hit

sink, Be positive, you'll come out the other side in

a minule and there'll be lovely lift. The sink gets

positively worse. Lose 3000tt lar quicker than it

lnto the bowl in the ridge behind Feshie, with that

wonderlul kick in the backside as you slarl

outclimbing the ridge, and a distinct leeling ol

superiority as you whip over the lop ol those

walkers toiling up the lootpath. The superior leeling evaporates

rapidly as the ridge stops working and you have lo scuttle back to

the bowl, eyeing up the intervening terrain, And the bands ol cloud

and rain were marching in again lrom the west.

Thursday was rained oll too, only enlivened by Feshie club night in

one ol the more disreputable local pubs, run (naturally) by a club

member. Protests at the heathen English grasp ol local terminology.
"lt's noo the Feshie valley, it's Glen Feshie."

Fdday moming we were keen - the pub pundits had lorecast early

moming wave, So Barry and Mo were dragged out early and we

launched by 8:45am. No wave, only the bands ol cloud coming in

steadily, Gain height up the ridge. Push out into the valley. Find
nothing, Scuttle back, sweating that you've pushed it too lar this
time. Repeat for about 3 hours until bum (and brain, il dilferent) are
numb, But it picked up slowly, First Howie and then John H reported
wave up the Feshie valley - sorry Clen Feshie. They were at 6000ft
and climbing. And there was this lovely sunlit sharp upwind edge to
a big cloud bank.

Btfl I was stuck at 30001t wondering how? Then miraculously above
the opening into the bowl, a thermal! Now then, the Skylark knows
what to do with lhermals, and promptly got us up lo 4,50O1t. Quick,
heao up the Feshie and there it was, nice smooth lift, only 2-3 knots
but sleady. And the sun was shining, the bum wasn't numb any

10

!irO{}!}nN
was gained, still sinking, still heading lor lnverness, Turn south and

lly back through all that sink. Swilch on the GPS. 75 knots on the

ASl, the GPS says 14 knots over the ground, 14 miles lrom Feshie.

Ratsl Fly through a small cloud ai 6,0001t and come out the other

side with slight airlrame vibration due lo ice on wings, That won't

help either!

There's lhe strip in the distance, with all those trees and roads in

betwen. Having spent rnost of the week driving up and down the

roads to Aviemore, I know I don't lancy rnost ol the lields, and

delinilely don'l lancy the woods. The GPS is still raising two lingers.

Better call Feshie.

'1 think l'll be landing out.'Sounds ol disbeliel from Echo November,

now at 13,000tt not having ventured north as I did.

Sleve comes on the radio, just to cheer me up, 'The valley lrom

Aviemore to Feshie is lull ol sink' he says, So I quietly orbit

Aviemore, hoping lor an unlikely thermal, playing at picking lields.

Find a nice big llat stubble lield just outside Aviemore and tum into

it, Going over the lence it suddenly doesn't look so big. Field size is

relative in Scotlandl

Happily the Skylark's airbrakes were designed with me in mind and

we trundle to a standstill without any drama. Tell Johnny H where I

am, bul he can see, still lrom a great height. The Bothiemurchus



Estate oflice is next to the lield, so go and apologise lor lhe arrival

and ask lor permission lor retrieval. Nae bother, they're ofl tae lurrh'

So what have we got? I reckon a low point ol 1,500t1 and a high

point ol 11,5001t. Could be a Gold height! Can't remember exactly

what 3000 metres is in real money.

Laler, Hawkeye's readings otl the barograph trace said low 1,8001t,

high 11,700tt, therelore height gain 9,900tt' The required gain ol

3000 metres is 9,8431t. That leaves exactly 57 feet in hand.Wortld

the BGA accept it? Yesl

Sothat's how ldidn't make it back lrom 12 milesout with 11,500fl

on the clock. Now lhal's what I call a record.

OWED TO A SKYLARK

I'd always had lhis slrange ambition to do my Gold C in lhe

Skylark - in 34 years it has done more than a few. But Tom

Lamb summed things up nicely "'lt's 
done more hours and can

fly a "*' sight better than you, so don'l interfere with the

controls loo much." He was righl, bul I percisled in inler{edng

-- with lhe controls to the severe delrimenl ol my ambilions.

The best l'd done previously was 225krn a couple ol years back.

yinol Efint

Emerging at 2000tt we headed north lor a c,lot-td by Chievely

seMces, still in sink, and ardved there at 1000ft. There was a tiny

hall loot, hall thermal and we went round and rourd, keeping an eye

on suitable fields. The Skylark wouldn't settle into the thermal like it

nonnally does, probably due to excessive inler{erence with the

controls. What did the spectators in the service area down below

think I was doing - waiting lol lunch to be served?

Hall an hour later we'd got to about 150011. Howie shot past, much

higher, in the DGS@. "Lots ol lilt up here,' he cheerlully advised. No

doubt, but getting to it was the problem. He was right, though, the lifl

eventually picked up and I linally seemed to be making a better job

ol using it (too knackered to interlere with the conlrols any mote). By

then it was about 2pm and there were still 200km to go. I decided to

go to Hus Bos at least, even il the 300km wasn'l on

The climbs got better and the resolve rekindled' Neat Northamption I

could hear Hawkeye coming up behind in the Acro, also going to

Melton Mowbray. l'il lollow hin I thought foolishly' Fat chance.

About two thermals laler he'd been and gone. Over HB lhere was

Graharn in the Nimbus in some nice lifl' '300k beers tonight,' he

said, extremely optimistically I thought, especially atter seeing the

Acro low near Melton. But the distance was ticking down on the

GPS and there was a PIK shooting around the sky, tinding thermals

in which the Skylark happily outclimbed him. lt was Simon Hogg

trying out his new toy. OK Simon, the PIK's good in a straight line,

but vertically the Skylark delinitely has it.

Another set ol photos and height loss lllng lett

handed around the railway bridge TP. Maybe

there's something lo be said lor GPS data loggers

too! A stack ol gliders dfHg pointed to good lift

once again bu1 by then i! was 5Pm.

We trundled on down lowards Weston keeping

high but the clouds were getting a lot more

dispersed. With 25|.rn to go we were down to

15001t and I was leeling depressed. Was il going

lo be a case ol "so near,...o etc? Then in the middle ol a blue patch

a I knot thermal appeared. The Skylark locked into it with that air ol

certainty when you know that the besl thing to do is relax and let it

do the llying. I resolved to stay wilh that little thermal dght to the top,

hopelully 4000ft, even il it took all night. lt nearly did.

300km was now on, even il it meanl a linal glide straight into a lield

but 5 minutes later a big blue thennal put us well within reach of

Weston, with me in a mixture ol total disbeliel and euphoria, A

completed gold badge and diamond goal by Skylark? Take that, you

aviators ol white gliders with T tailsl At 6hr 45min il wasn't exactly

the world's lastest 300km, but deeply satislying' Gliding can be lun!

The barograph had worked. Would the photos @me oul, would the

lilm processors cut up the negative by mistake, would they be the

right TPs, in the right sector? They looked good, but would the BGA

agree? Yesl

How about all three diamonds by Skylark? Don't be silly David,

you're still a lousy pilot.

Dave Weekes

G(}LI),{),
This lired me with conlidence, but on my lirst 300km declaration the

lollowing weekend I achieved ' 15km, Last year I took part in the

lnter Club League - which is a terrilic inducement to llying cross

country. Go lor it il you haven'l tied! Atter two good results I was

again having delusions that I had cracked soaring, but at the neX

\-meeting it was back to normal - 18km. On another occasion lrom

Sheninglon I achieved a magnilicent 24krn atter getting hopelessly

losl, Too much inlerlerence with lhe controls and delinitely time to

get a GPS.

Ily the August llying weeks last year I was organised. A week's

holiday, a GPS and on Thursday 14th a cold Iront had just gone

through. I managed Worcester and back but a high overcast had

ruined the day

The lollowing day was supposed to be blue but the odd cumulus

started bubbling up early. Was it worth another session ol barograph

sealing, declarations etc? I was leeling distinctly idle but was linally

persuaded. Howie suggesled that I try Newbury 'Melton Mowbray,

309km.

There were cumuli all over the s$, but was I getting the thermals?

Tried under the clouds, upwind, downwind, in the sunny patches' I

linally got to 4000ft just north ol Newbury but wenl round the TP at

the racecourse in solid sink oimply aided by my normal height losses

while taking photographs.
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Sheila and I arrived at Feshieb'
ridge on SaturdaY 27th. SePtem'
ber in glorious sunshine and
light winds after a-very easY tow
up from Weston. APParentlY it
had been sunny with tight
winds all week much to the
chagrin of those Pilots who had
arrived the previous weekend.

"Don't worry," I said to those
sitting next to their unused glid'
ers, 'it wil get better next
week." RemarkablY, it did!

For those who have not been there
(come next year!) I wiU give a

quick description of the site.

Situated in the Spey valleY, six
miles southwest of Aviemore, Fes-

hiebridge is the classic mountain
wave site. A rough grass sriP 900
yards long and about 50 wide, the
airfield nestles against a steeply
wooded ridge rising to 120O feet to
the southeast. At the southern end
of the airfield the ridge ends and is
replaced hy a very large southwest
facing bowl which rises to over
25OO feet.

Glen Feshie is a beautiful and
largely unlandable ralley stetch-
ing I miles to the southeast and
can be soared along its whole
length in the right conditions. In
westerly and southwesterly winds
wave is often contacted in this
area. To the west of the airfield is
Loch Insh and beyond the A9 runs
to the southwest. Both are good
landrnarks and many good landing
fields are to be found near the A9.
All launching during the wave
camp is by aerotow

0n Sunday, after rigging the Acro, I
aerotowed to the bowl with George
Crawford for a most pleasant'rock
polishing'flight in the light south-
westerly. The scenery is spectacu-
lar and George was reluctant to
conre down. With the wind so
light the ridge was a little crowded
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Steve Evans
and a bit intimidating for the less
eryerienced. By the end of the
day the wind speed had in'
creased considerably and the
lirst signs of wave were se€n.

Monday dawned clear with high
lenticulars but by the time we
were all ready to go, considerable
arnounts of low 'rotoy' curnulus
had spread across the slg. Eve-

ryone launched, Sheila and I in
the Acro, and careered uP and
down Glen Feshie in very strong
ridge conditions.

Finally at the far end of the valley
several of us contacted wave and
moved slowly up through the 718

cumulus. We broke off the climb
at 1050oft due to painful ears,

while still climbingat4 knots. A
few minutes later we heard
George above i3000ft having
reached his Gold height. The
return to the field involved a

precision let down through cloud,
rnade a lot safer with GPS.

It had been a good day with most
of us in wave at sorne Point.
Steve McCurdy and Jack Miller
had flights with me in the Acro
andlearntjust how soarable Glen

Feshie can be at low level. Just as

the sun was setting George was
Iast to land having flown for eight
hours.

Tuesday was mostly notable for
the superb evening par$ we all
had in our cottage. Games were
organised by Steve McCurdy and
everyone consumed large
amounts of booze and curry.
This was particulary enjoyed by
the wives (Sheila Ursula, Moreen
and Margaret) who said they had
a wonderful week!

Wednesday was interesting with
very strong winds at 9O degrees
to the runway. BarrY Meeks
quite sensibly refused to launch

two-seaters but the few single
seaters that did fly (including
George) sat all day at 12OO0ft in
wave with an B0 }orot headwind-

0n thursday we all went walking
in the morning as there was a

solid overcasL On the way back
however, the sky deared to reveal
the best looking wave I have seen
in this area. The first person to
launch (not one of us) reached
ZzOOOft and diamond height but
as often happens, when we got up
there the wave had come down to
the 1O to 12O0Oft range.

I flew with Margaret Miller for two
hours of the best wave conditions
we saw all week We went all over
the place in the strong conditions
and a 300km flight was completed
in wave by a local pilot.

Friday again showed signs of wave
and I flew with Maz Makari who
had been ill all week with a bad
cold, missing most of the fun. We
bashed the ridge and worked our
way up above the cloud tops with
Maz learning how to descend
safely in the walley when sur-
rounded by cloud

The wave collapsed around lunch'
time but had reformed further to
the north by late afternoon. With
no one else left to fly in the Acro,
Peler Brooks and I decide to ty to
race downwind to contact the
wave towards Aviemore. After
some tense rninutes we became
established in wave over Aviemore
and climbed away.

At 1O0O0ft we saw Ian Young and
Jack MiIIer who were both close to
their Gold heights. A trap had
been sprung however, as towards
the airfield to the south all the
gaps had closed and our gap over
Aviemore was moving rapidly
downwind and filling in.

I suggested that Jack and Ian
should let down in the gaP and
land near Aviernore if necessary.



This is a l,orown area of good
Iields. With a cloud base of 3OOOft

or less, refurn to the airfield was
unlikely. Not taking rnY own ad-

vice, Peter and I decided uPon an
instrument let down closer to Fes-

hiebridge as we both had GPS and
Peter had not done this before.

At five miles from the liel4 the
clouds were billOwing uP to our
height and reports from the air'
field which had initially said that
there were some gaps, now re-
ported that the cloud was dolvn on
the mountains and it was raining.

We lined up with the valleY be-

tween Aviemore and Loch Insh
and I noted the comPass reading
as well as setting the GPS to zero
track error.

:-,Just as we were about to enter
cloud at about 7OOOft I noticed the
OFF flag on the turn and sliP
indicator come uP. The battery
was dead! A quick call to Peter

and we had switched to the re-
serve battery just as the wodd
went grey.

"l've got 262 degrees heading on
the GPS, what does yours say?" I
called to Peter, hoping for a confir-
mation.

"Mine says BAD COVERAGE' said
Peter, a lit0e bemused His GPS

was clearly faulff and I watched
mine carefully, cross referencing
with the compass to keeP us on a
straight heading to Loch Insh.

"I think I can see the ground'said
Peter as we passed through
3OOOft. I stayed glued to the
instruments. It does not PaY to
come off instruments until You
}crow you are in clear air.

We finally cleared cloud at 18o0ft
to be met with a wall of drizzle but
our GPS waypoint at Loch Insh was
just visible a mile ahead and we
easily made it to the airfield. Jack
Miller also just made it back by

tinal gtile

letting down through the hole at
Avierncie and creePing slowlY
along the mountain using bits of
ridge lift Ian Young was less
Iucky, landing in a small field
some miles short of the airfield
But he had just made it to Gold
height!

George Crawford landed last (as

usual) having been ridge soaring
at low level all day. He accumu-
lated an amazing 28 hours flytng
for the week!

Everyone had a terrific time at
Feshiebridge both in the air and
on the ground. Especially pleasing
was the good time the girls had
together while visiting local attrac-
tions. Most of us have alreadY
booked for next year so if you
would like to experience some
different flyrng (or different party-
ing) join us for Feshiebridge '98
starting around 26th September.

Steve Euans

New members note!

Did you know that

you can subscribe to

the British Gliding

Association magazine

SAILPLANE

AND

GLIDING
via the club, the Club

will get 10o/o of the

subscription fee and

you save the cost of

postage.

Phil Hawkins

01869 247 873
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coRI\ED bE[F QUICrin
SERVES 4b

1 Large tin corned beef
Z25g I Boz very low fat cottage cheese
3 eggs
1 onion, chopped
seasoning to taste
pinch mixed herbs

Scottish mushrooms, picked while on holiday at
Feshiebridge and dried for the winter on wire
racks over a central heating radiator, then
re-constituted slowly with wine or quickly with
boiling water (optional).

Pre-heat oven at I9O C / SZS F / gas 5. Mixed the corned
beef, onion and mushrooms togethen place in the base of a
IIan dish and press down well. Beat the eggs with the
cottage cheese, season to taste and pour this mirtwe onto
the beef base. Bake for 30 minutes until set and golden
brown. Serue hot with green vegetables or cold with salad.

May be cooked in a microwave on 'high" for 10 minutes and
browned under a hot grill.
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.,r',1,,.,:.ii.,,:,''i::ii,..i lgg7 in a Nutshell - Committee Meeting Notes 
i,:lilii.ili.::li.ll...:

,;n zun committee was lormed to process the lottery gant:::i:::Fridays will be kept next year as conlention wilh club llying on theli:

,,,, ,ppiic"ti* lor lunding to upgrade the club lteef lne 
live member i::'i: reserve Saturdays proved to be a problern. 

- ,i.

:,irib committee met every six weeks, and it is planned t!t1! m9,,;.1,a lwo page article about the club was published in he Ortord Courier,,,,,:

:,:completed application will have been submitted in early.1998. lf ,,,,l:*ti.t, pubticnea the Cadetship scheme ard helped generate 11i::

:,,tfre appticatlon is approved, the club lleet would eventually consis] 
,,- appticaiions lor lhe 6 cadetship positions. Publicity lor the 1998 cadetii::

,,,,ot1fZS,1Discus,.twol(2lsandtheexistingncrgtlstlr,.T2'l,andii:iiintake will be ananged shoilly and applications will be accepted inr:.i

,ia single K8. D.etails ot rnodilications to allow the K13 t9 h {]o*n i.,January. .::i

iuv o*9t.0 pilots have been obtained tnd t.^q.'.o::^1".:-.Y:'liiclaireThorneandcrisEmsonorganisedthetnterctubLeagueanoa,,i,'

I'Ltl:l#-l'-!T,'3#,?lilTf"HllT:il;liff,l$'Jl'Jl,ill.,:'i;*:y was herd with a pis roast aid rive band on'ou,'weeriend The,'i

::lrottery craim is unsuccessrur. 
)rrv .- *." 

^^'. iii ff,jlil-i:'fiH'"'':',r,|""^ffi5,1; i:ffi: lili,,,3ln:JJHtit
i,stevt Evans ananged lor the club to have the use 9l th.e.P.GA,:r:baurOay 6 September clashed with the luneral ol the Princess oll::l

iiOCSOOlrom 11't5Augustatacosltotheclubolt200with ilying::;liwales ind naO to Ue postponed. Howard Slone, Cris Emson andili

;icnarged at normal club rates. This gave many. members ol theiilp.r. Nisbet represented ihe club on Sunday 7 September and:,

i;,club their lirst experience ol llying a llapped high perlormancei;'11n1t6.6in joint second place. ,,,,

':.glider. ii:i:Noise abatement is continuing lo cause problems lor RAFSPA, and::,:

r,::The committee will be looking at the possibilily ol replacing thei:ii:r.or16 have irnplication on OG-C operations. lhe C0 at Bdze Norton:'::;

:r::electric vario in the Acro with a GPS based systern when lundsi:ii:has stipulatedthat RAFSPA must use two runways to minimise noise,,,:,

,. become available. :..,:, anO in some circumstances this could impose severe restriclions or
i,,,A powerlul VB engine, modilied to run on LPG has ieen obtained,,:IOOC operations. However, the good news was that RAFSPA dild noi,:-

,,.n'O i, currently being adapted lor the winch. An LPG slorage tank:,r:,,operate during lhe summer standdown. A meeting will be ananged ,,,

:: n* U.* instatteO in tront ol the hangar with a : :i with RAFSPA to discuss the situation when parachuting ''

r; protective banier. A petrol engined tow out vef[c]e - operations resume in lhe Spring. 
,.

:::is to be obtained, and conveded lo run on LPG. COmpiled A static display lealuring the Acro was again ananged 
',

:::The LanO Rover gearbox has been repaired and lot both days ol the Otmoor Show which, despite:

:::,relitfeO by Dave Vieekes. The remains ol the old by incessant rain on the Saturday, was considered 1o be a:,'

i: Land Rover have been disposed ol. rt^mr moderate success. Although no new members were,.

,:, Tne annual siaiis.rics shoyred ihai.,hei.e had bee;: . Bafly attracted this year, approximately 70 rallle tickets-were .

,,,;lli,ln::,';iT':T.,ii.:[fl: lltr' illlT +[ raylor f#-i!f]&Xfi",:R[X.* tTl;JJ,!ti!!*:,,::
,,lfuU'.r0. a reasonable operating prolit 6d spent 

- 

ol the PFA. The committee will be investigating the 
"'

,, mucn ol this on the new winch engine. 
',.. 

possibilily ol using the airlield as a venue lor the 1998'

:.lTheLGCMetglidinglorecaslserviceorganisedbyDereks9ar':..;..]eslonontheGreenvillagelete.
,,,was suspended-and ieplaced with an alternative service available:'.r;The clubroom has been redecorated and modilications have been,,.

,::lrom the Met Olfice by lax on a premium rate telephone line. A::::::made to the sale, Following the lailure ol the heating. t{.i3T',...

,,,,lorput.r tor tasf settlng was pui together by Steve Evans and:,:,::replacement boiler was obtained by Andy Bulterlield and installed.by,,,

,, l"..r.J r" the club. ,,,,,9,rM* 
Banett. Paul Bogers has oblained a lridge and cooker which '

ii lt was another successlul year lor Friday evening group ,lying,., l?v€ 
been installed in lhe kitchen area' A meeting with Cherwei' -

::organised again by Norman Hedge. ail er"ninis'*'.,1'"u.ix.li'ix,.i,Dl:l'i.r council rook prace regarding a grant ror improving disabred,',',

,,, advance and the live evenings originally n"U irl[t"r" ;;il ,,,i 
access in the clubhouse' including the provision ol disabled t]tlts, 

. ,t,:

t u*r.o, with saturday evininsi used as reserves. Heserve,ii,Drnne the vear r,v.-:f ,}Jn.T: 
3:rT 

t|:j t;[Y 
li#'r,1iil,,1i ...

member ol the club and had held commitleei;;:

positions and been an instructor and CFI prior to::

emigrating. He continued to hold currenl member- ;,

ship until his death. An obituary was submitted lor ,

inclusion in S & G. 
,.:

The club lost John Gordon and Gordon Craig as'
instruclors, but gained Neil Swinton as an AEI and:'i

Dave Nisbet as an Assistant Category lnstructor. :;

Trial lesson vouchers lor use as rallle prizes were:':,

donated to Witney Counly Primary School, Crow',

marsh Gillord School, Benson PTA, St Swithins

school in Kennin$on and the Friends ol Kenning-

lon Cancer Fund, A cheque lor 8100 was senl to :

the BGA Alps Defence APPeal.

,...
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CIub Ofllcere for 1998
Workshop managerChairman

Vice Chairman
Secretary
Treasurer
CFI

Committee

Technical ollicer
Salety ollicer

Parachutes
Radios
lnstruments

Sleve Evans
Peter Brooks
Barry Taylot
Nick Hill
Cris Emson

Paul Rogers
Norman Hedge
Steve Mc0urdy

Brian Payne
Graham Banett

John Hanlon
Brian Payne
Brian Payne

equipment

lnstructor rota
Duty pilot rota

Membership sec.

Publications
Starter packs

S&G Club News
(and other publicitY)

Graham Barrett
Paul Rogers

Cris Emson
Cris Emson

Nick Hill

Phil Hawkins
Norman Hedge

Norman Hedge
Howard Slone

Steve McCurdy

Bookings
lnter Club League
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